Unusual case of difficult double-lumen endotracheal tube removal.
A reusable Robertshaw red rubber double-lumen endotracheal tube (DLT) was placed to facilitate lung isolation for thoracoscopy in a 49-year-old atopic patient. In spite of its smooth insertion, it was then not possible to remove the DLT. Direct laryngoscopy showed severe laryngeal edema. After 48 hours of medical treatment with steroids, the trachea was extubated. The laryngeal edema could have been the result of physical and chemical irritation by the reusable rubber DLT itself, or from the substances formed during repeated cleaning and sterilization of the DLT. Atopic patients who are prone to developing latex allergy are also more liable to develop severe reactions to chemical, mechanical, and physical irritation from reusable red rubber DLTs or from the chemical solution used for its cleaning and sterilization.